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Thomas Ken

Parents and Teachers, 

As you begin to teach your children great hymns of the faith, we want to come alongside 
you efforts with resources that make learning fun and engaging for everyone. Hymns that 
were written hundreds of years ago may contain words that your children do not hear often 
in everyday conversation. We want kids to not only sing great truths but to understand what 
they are singing!

These vocabulary flashcards are designed to assist you in teaching the meaning behind the 
hymn text. We have provided definitions for older terminology, and have explained the 
theology behind many familiar phrases.  

As you use these cards, try to avoid making the learning process like a quiz. The goal is that 
you and your students learn together and enjoy these hymns. Here are several ways that you 
can use these cards:

1. Ask your child or students what they think the word of phrase means before you
actually tell them the meaning. This can be an endearing time of learning filled with
smiles and laughter as young learners apply concrete meanings to words.

2. Read the flashcards together. If you have strong readers, consider letting them read
the flashcards to you. Pre-readers can learn to sound out the words and phrases on
the front of the picture cards.

3. Ask your child or students how the picture relates to the word or the meaning of the
word or phrase. Point out and talk about any other features in the illustration
that connect to the topic.

4. If your child enjoys sensory bins, considering hiding a few cards in the bin filler. Then play
hide-and-seek with the cards. You call out a word or phrase and the child looks to find
the one you called out. Praise their effort
and the results! After the card has been
located, allow the child to hide the
remaining cards under the sensory bin
filler and repeat the process.

Practical printing tips:
1. Print on thicker paper such as cardstock.
2. If possible, laminate the cards

for longer use, especially for younger
hands or if you are planning to use in a
sensory bin.

3. To print the flashcards front and back, go
to your printer settings and select
two-sided. Under “Layout” make sure
“Long-Edge binding” is selected.

We hope you enjoy using these cards!

Ashley Belknap
Executive Director
Engaging Disability With The Gospel



Thomas Ken
Thomas Ken was an English bishop, or leader in 
the church. He wrote the Doxology in the late 

1600s as part of three hymns for the students 
of Winchester college.   

Read before printing
To ensure the cards will print correctly, read through the “practical printing tips” in the cover letter. 
You may test your printer settings by printing out page 4-5 front and back. Cut out the Thomas Ken 
card along the dotted lines. If the text below shows on the back of the card your settings are correct 

and you are ready to print!
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doxologyblessings
The word “blessing," describes the good and kind 

gifts that God gives us. His gifts to us include 
friends, family, and things we are good at such 

as sports or playing a musical instrument. 
“Blessing” also refers to ways God provides for 
us like keeping us safe, giving us food to eat, and 
giving us a home to live in. The Bible says that 
every good gift is a blessing from God. The 

greatest blessing God gives us is his own Son who 
died on the cross for us so we might have 

eternal life if we believe in Him.

A doxology is a song of praise to God.  There are 
many well-known and loved doxologies that have 

been sung in churches for hundreds of years. This 
particular doxology, “Praise God From Whom All 
Blessings Flow," was written by Thomas Ken over 
300 years ago! Can you believe that we are still 

singing it today?!

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father. James 1:17

heavenly host
A “heavenly host” refers to many angels 

gathered together. The Gospels give us the 
clearest understanding of who angels are and 

how God uses them. Angels are generally 
messengers which serve God and appear at very 
important events in the life of Jesus, such as his 
birth. When Jesus was born, the angel of the 

Lord was accompanied by a multitude of 
heavenly hosts (Luke 2:13) to share the news of 

his birth with the shepherds. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God... Luke 2:13

creatures here below
“All creatures here below” is another way of 
saying every living person and animal on earth. 
In the Doxology, we are singing an important 
truth found in Psalm 150:6 that says, “Let 

everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD!”
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FatherSon
We believe that God is one God in three persons:  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God the Son is the 
second person in the Trinity. We learn in the 

Gospels that God the Son came to earth and was 
born in a manger. His name is Jesus. He lived a 

perfect and sinless life. He died on the cross for 
you and me so that God the Father could forgive 
us of our sins. Jesus paid the punishment that our 
sins deserve - death! After he died, he rose from 
the dead three days later. Now Jesus is reigning 

in heaven with God.

We believe that God is one God in three persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God the Father is the 

first person in the Trinity. God the Father 
created the world and sustains the world. In the 
Children's Catechism we read these questions: 
Who made you? God. What else did God make?  

God made all things. 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. Genesis 1:1

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God 
the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father’s 

Son, in truth and love. 2 John 1:3
Simon Peter replied, “You [Jesus] are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.” 
Matthew 16:16 

Holy Ghostthe Trinity
“Trinity” is the word we use to describe what we 

believe about God: God is one God in three 
persons. Those three persons have names: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. Each person in the Trinity 
has a job or role. God the Father creates and 
sustains the world. God the Son redeemed the 
world from sin by living a perfect life and dying 
on the cross. God the Holy Spirit is our teacher. 

He shows us who God the Father and God the Son 
are. He is also our helper. He helps us as a friend, 

and he helps change our hearts to believe.  

The term “Holy Ghost” is another way of saying 
“Holy Spirit." We believe that God is one God in 
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You 
may hear more in Sunday school about God the 
Father and God the Son, but God the Holy Spirit 
is very important in our lives. The Holy Spirit is 
our teacher, helper, and friend. The Holy Spirit 
helps us understand and believe who God is and 

what he has done for us. The Holy Spirit changes 
our hearts from unbelief to belief. The Holy Spirit 

comforts us as a friend when we are going 
through hard times.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things 

and bring to your remembrance all that I have said 
to you. John 14:26 
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